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Qian Qichen, Former Vice Premier, China
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Making Concerted Efforts to Realize Peace and Prosperity
in the Korean Peninsula

Qian Qichen
Former Vice Premier, China
Honorable Former President Kim Dae-jung,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Today marks the fifth anniversary of the North-South Summit. I am delighted to
gather with you here on this significant day to commemorate this historic event and hold
discussions on peace and prosperity of the Korean Peninsula. Just now, former President
Kim Dae-jung expressed good and encouraging opinions. I would like to congratulate the
convening of this meeting and wish it a great success.

The meeting between President Kim Dae-jung and Chairman Kim Jong Il in June
2000 dispersed the Cold War clouds over the Peninsula for half a century and turned over a
new page in the history of the North-South relationship. Though the agreement has not been
smoothly implemented owing to various factors, the two leaders' action conforming to the
trend of the times has exerted a far-reaching and positive influence on the development of
the situation in the Peninsula and Northeast Asia at large.

Five years have elapsed since this historic meeting. Thanks to the concerted
efforts of the two sides, continuous progress has been achieved in the exchanges and
cooperation between the South and the North in the fields of politics, economy and
personnel exchanges. Since re-election, President Roh Moo-hyun has upheld the policy of
"Peace and Prosperity" and continued to push forward the process of improving the North-
South relationship. We heartily rejoice over this.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

China is a close neighbor of the Korean Peninsula. In the new century,

maintaining peace and speeding up development are our common tasks. In handling affairs
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related with the Peninsula, China has always adhered to the following basic principles:
First, maintaining peace and stability in the Peninsula. We support anything conducive to
this and do not favor otherwise. Second, DPRK and ROK are the parties directly involved
in the Peninsular affairs. Issues of the Peninsula should be ultimately resolved by the two
parties. Other relevant parties should create favorable conditions for this. Third, supporting
the ultimate realization of the independent and peaceful reunification of the Peninsula. We
have demonstrated our position in both words and deeds. The above-mentioned stand of the
Chinese side is in the fundamental interests of China, DPRK and ROK. No matter how the
situation may change, we will stick to this policy and persist in playing our due role in
achieving peace and prosperity of the Peninsula.

Currently, the nuclear issue is the most salient and urgent problem affecting the
Peninsular situation. China has always stood for denuclearization of the Peninsula, peaceful
solution through dialogue and maintenance of peace and stability in the Peninsula. These
three elements are an integral whole. In this regard, the Chinese side has worked together
with the relevant parties to actively promote peace talks and press ahead the process of the
Six-Party Talks.

Since this year, some new changes have taken place in the Peninsular nuclear
issue. On the one hand, DPRK and US, widely apart in their positions, seriously lack
mutual trust. The Six-Party Talks have thus been delayed and solution of the Peninsular
nuclear issue faces uncertain factors. On the other hand, however, both DPRK and US have
expressed their willingness to peacefully resolve the nuclear issue and realize
denuclearization of the Peninsula through dialogue. The international community also
hopes for an early reopening of the Six-Party Talks. The parties concerned should make
concerted efforts to facilitate the opening of a new round of Six-Party Talks as early as
possible and keep the nuclear issue on the correct track of peaceful solution through
dialogue. We support ROK in playing an active role in resolving the nuclear issue,
continuing to push forward the reconciliation and cooperation process between the North
and the South and seeking an early and peaceful resolution of the Peninsular nuclear issue.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Twists and turns are inevitable on the path towards peace and prosperity.
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However, we should be filled with confidence that no force can impede the tide of peace,
development and progress. So long as we advance in the correct direction and make
unflagging efforts, we will be bound to open a completely new prospect for the Korean
Peninsula and the entire Northeast Asia. We stand ready to work with all parties concerned,
including ROK, to make unremitting efforts towards this goal.

Thank you!
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